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Manila MANILA STANDARD in English 6 Aug pp 1, -
(Text]l Former Defepse Minister Juan Ponce ‘enrile said “%'?4

communist rebels had set up aparallel governmetn in the
Philippines and a military drive against them was being hampered
by PBegsident Aquino's concern for her own popularity.

T;M u cannot be popular in dealing with the insurgency
problem,” the former defense minister said in a television
interview Tuesday night.

"It you're going to think of popularity you'll never be able
to solve the insurgency problem.”

In one of his strongest attacks on the woman who fired him
from the government Last year, Enrile said: "I think this cannot -
be denfed by the Aquino government we have two governments in Cor
Philippines.” ‘

He said the other government organized by the National
Democratic Front (NDF) had set up "political infrastructures all
the way down to the vitlage level,” holding sreas government
troops could not penetrate. c

“The police just leave (the areas) alone and the (rebels) are
free to roam, collect taxes., and live with the people.”

Enrile said the Aguino government was afraid of unleasing its o
full military might against the rebel for fear that it would be
accused of violating human rights.

He warned that military coup threats to Aquino would continue
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